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Throughout his time in business,
Earl was active in the community and
politically astute. A lifelong Democrat,
he became a prominent member of the
Alabama State Senate, worked for
Governor George Wallace, worked to
elect Governor Don Siegelman, and
served as a National Democratic Com-
mitteeman.

Senator Goodwin is an example of
the American success story. Born into
poverty, Earl took adversity and chal-
lenged it in every way possible. He was
a war hero, a successful businessman, a
husband of 61 years, and a father and
grandfather.

Earl Goodwin will be missed by all
those who knew him, and | hope this
tribute exemplifies, in a small way, the
kind of man that he was.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

JOSEPH W. McCRACKEN

® Mr. SMITH. Madame President, I rise
today to acknowledge the passing of
Joseph W. McCracken on October 26,
2003.

For over four decades Mr. McCracken
represented the forest products indus-
try in Oregon and other western
States, as the executive vice President
of The Western Forest Industries Asso-
ciation. Mr. McCracken represented a
sector of the industry that | hold in
particularly high esteem—a sector
comprised of small, family owned saw-
mills and plywood plants.

These are the mills that traditionally
depended on our Federal forest lands
for their supply of timber. These are
the mills that are located in small
rural communities where they provide
the backbone of the local economy.

During his years of service to his in-
dustry, Joe McCracken was a fixture in
his town and served as an advisor and
mentor to many of our predecessors in
this body. Warren Magnusen, Scoop
Jackson, Mark Hatfield, Bob Pack-
wood, Frank Church, Jim McClure, Jim
Melcher, and other stalwarts of our
western Senate delegation looked to
Joe for counsel and advice on public
land issues affecting his constituents.

He represented them with a passion
and commitment that was exemplary.
Joe McCracken was a visionary and
was responsible for creating and influ-
encing countless pieces of legislation
and regulations that benefitted his in-
dustry, the people that work in it and
the communities that depend on it.

The Small Business Set Aside Pro-
gram, as just one example, assured
small, family-owned mills a fair share
of the Federal timber sold from our na-
tional forests and lands managed by
the Bureau of Land Management.

Joe McCracken was a pioneer in
crafting the policies and regulations
affecting the Oregon and California
Railroad lands in western Oregon,
today known as the “O&C’ lands. He
did this both as a professional staff per-
son for the Department of the Interior
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and as an advocate for his trade asso-
ciation.

Under Joe McCracken’s representa-
tion, the small, family owned mills
throughout the west prospered. Many
of them are under second and even
third generation management. Unfor-
tunately, many of them no longer
exist.

After Joe’s retirement in the early
90’s, a sea change in Federal policies
regulating the management of public
forests unfolded to the point that very
little timber is being provided from
these forest lands and many of the
mills have closed.

Unfortunately, these were the mills
Mr. McCracken fought so hard to pre-
serve. Those that have survived owe
their existence largely to Joe
McCracken.

Joe was born in Dillon, MT in 1924.
He served his country as a Lieutenant
in the United States Marines. He at-
tended Princeton University where he
earned a masters degree in political
science.

He had a distinguished career with
the Department of Interior and, specifi-
cally, the Bureau of Land Management
prior to taking the leadership position
with the Western Forest Industries As-
sociation.

Joe McCracken was a unique indi-
vidual who left a profound imprint on
the growth and evolution of public for-
est policy and the industry that is so
closely dependent on public forest
lands. His contributions to this body in
assisting us in the thoughtful debate
and deliberation of these important
matters are worthy of our formal rec-
ognition.

I extend my heartfelt sympathy to
Joe McCracken’s wife Janet and his
two children.e

————

WORKPLACE LEARNING
CONNECTION

® Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in the
middle of the last decade, a group of
business and education leaders in Cedar
Rapids, IA convened a stakeholder
group to discuss community concerns.
This group identified the need for a
highly skilled and well-educated work-
force as a top priority.

The fact that this group identified
the need to improve workforce develop-
ment is not news. Nor is the problem
they identified unique or isolated to
eastern lowa. What is news and what is
unique is the response.

In 1998, area employers, educational
institutions and community organiza-
tions partnered with Kirkwood Com-
munity College and Grant Wood Area
Education Agency to create the Work-
place Learning Connection to facilitate
work-based learning for area students.
This project is a winner for everyone
involved. Teachers and students get
more information about local career
opportunities and the skills needed for
those careers. Students get experience
in relevant, work-based learning ac-
tivities. Employers get workers with
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the skills that match the jobs they
have.

The Workplace Learning Connection
has been recognized as one of the 11
best Tech Prep programs in the Nation,
is one of the top 25 school-to-work pro-
grams in the country and has been
cited in national publications as an ex-
emplary program. Over the past 5
years, TWLC has worked with over 700
employers to organize over 8,000 job
shadow experiences and 750 internships;
provided professional development ac-
tivities for teachers impacting thou-
sands of students in 35 area school dis-
tricts in 7 counties; and facilitated
hundreds of business tours and class-
room speakers.

The Workplace Learning Connection
has been an unqualified success and the
community is celebrating the fifth an-
niversary of this project on October 30,
2003. In commemoration of this event, |
wanted to bring this organization to
the attention of the Senate and the Na-
tion.e

———
TRIBUTE TO MARY ALICE ZETTEL

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, | pay
tribute to Mary Alice Zettel of
Bardstown, KY, on being recognized as
one of the Nation’s top principals in
the 2003 National Distinguished Prin-
cipal Program by the U.S. Department
of Education.

The annual National Distinguished
Principals Program was established in
1984 to honor elementary and middle
school principals who set high stand-
ards for the pace, character, and qual-
ity of the education their students re-
ceive.

Ms. Zettel, a principal at Holy Trin-
ity Parish School in Louisville, KY,
has been recognized by the U.S. De-
partment of Education for her tireless
work in exhibiting excellence at Holy
Trinity Parish School and has made
outstanding contributions to the Lou-
isville community. It has been said
when entering Holy Trinity Parish
School you will hear Ms. Zettel’s
laughter and happiness throughout its
hallways. Ms. Zettel sets an example of
excellence for the rest of the faculty,
and the faculty follows that example,
and she inspires her students to
achieve academically and contribute to
the community.

I now ask my fellow colleagues to
join me in thanking Mary Alice Zettel
for her dedication and commitment to
the education of America’s future. In
order for our society to continue to ad-
vance in the right direction, we must
have principals like Mary Alice Zettel
in our schools and communities.®

——
TRIBUTE TO RONALD W. BARTON

® Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, | would
like to note before the Senate a great
professional honor bestowed recently
on my constituent, Ronald W. Barton
of Arlington: the Chairman’s Medal of
the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board.
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